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Wills and Lasting Power of Attorney  
Wills 

There is a general perception that Wills are for the elderly and those in ill-health but life is 
uncertain. Everyone needs a Will, to ensure your hard-earnt assets are protected where 
possible and go to the people or causes which you care the most about.  If you DO NOT 
make a Will the law will decide who your estate will pass to. In particular UNMARRIED 
COUPLES are NOT legally recognised as beneficiaries in their partner’s estate under the 
rules of Intestacy.   

Certain events prompt people to make a Will such as an increase in personal wealth, buying 
a property and having children. 

When parents make Wills, they want to ensure that their children are provided for in the 
best way. Whilst the primary focus is usually on financial provisions, what about 
your children’s welfare, especially if both parents die? 

Nobody wants to think about dying young or leaving their children behind, especially 
young children but what happens if you should die before your children reach the age 
18? Those under the age of 18, in the eyes of the law, are classed as minors. If 
their parents have passed away, they will need a legal Guardian to help and support them. 

A Guardian may be appointed through a Will to have parental responsibility for your 
children. Parental responsibility means all the legal rights, powers, responsibility and 
authority of a parent. Properly appointed Guardians have all the necessary legal rights and 
responsibilities. In many cases appointing a Guardian in your Will provides valuable piece 
of mind that your children are going to be looked after by someone you have chosen and 
trust. 

The expert lawyers in the Private Client team at MD Law have a wealth of experience in 
advising upon and drafting Wills. MD Law are also happy to store client’s Wills securely; 
this offers client’s peace of mind that the Will can easily be located by your Executors 
following your death and that your wishes will be followed. 

 

Lasting Powers of Attorney 

You will probably have heard of a Will, even if you aren’t entirely certain of what it is and 
how it works. You may be less familiar with a Lasting Power of Attorney (LPA). Although 
more and more people are making wills, the importance of LPAs is often overlooked. Many 
wrongly assume that their spouse or partner will have an automatic right to make decisions 
for them. This is not the case.  

A Lasting Power of Attorney (LPA) is a legal document that grants another person authority 
to make decisions on your behalf if you’re no longer able to make these decisions yourself. 
There are two types of LPA that you can put in place. One covers your health and welfare 
and the other covers any money, property or other assets that you own in England and 
Wales. 
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Appointing attorneys under valid LPAs ensures your wishes take centre stage.  Your 
attorneys have the legal authority to make decisions for you. This is particularly important 
not only when managing money, but when making health and welfare decisions about 
medical treatment, care, and life-sustaining treatment. 

As well as appointing people you trust to act in your best interests, you should brief them on 
your wishes. Guidance provisions in the LPAs, or even a side letter of wishes, could prove 
invaluable for your attorneys if they need to support you in the future. 

 

WE OFFER A 15% DISCOUNT IF INSTRUCTED DURING YOUR PROPERTY 
TRANSACTION OR WITHIN A MONTH OF COMPLETION. 

To book an appointment with one of our private client solicitors please contact us on: 02920 
625835 or ffion@mdlaw-cardiff.co.uk 
 


